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The Grammar Trap

Hey everybody, look at this milestone!

| started studying Chinese on Duolingo a few months ago and hit my 100
day streak last week. Pretty impressive, right? My Chinese must be
coming along pretty well, right?

Wrong.
My Chinese sucks. Although | could probably slowly introduce myself and
order a cup of coffee, my communication skills beyond that are next to

zZero.

| can read 10 times better than | can listen, and | can listen 5 times better
than | can speak.

Why? Because | have fallen into “The Grammar Trap”.

What is this Grammar Trap of which you speak, you may ask? The Grammar Trap is quite simply
too much focus on grammatical concepts and accuracy than actual communication skills. The
more time spent studying grammar, the less time there is for practicing listening and speaking

skills.


https://www.thompson-academy.com/members
https://elt.oup.com/student/letsgo/?cc=jp&selLanguage=ja&fbclid=IwAR0tB4HlyJXGxiChc-I5Q9AkAcCIG5xXL1kbrmZFAlRiVxDD5nudI4Cudwc#.W7VbRXdkLWM.facebook
https://elt.oup.com/student/oxfordphonicsworld/?cc=jp&selLanguage=ja
https://quizlet.com/user/ilovebach/classes
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/

Many of our students (and their parents) fall into the same trap | have.

Every year, many parents enroll their children in English classes in kindergarten with one clear
goal:

“I want my child to be able to speak English.”

In elementary school, that goal usually continues. Children enjoy English. They sing, play games,
speak naturally, and build confidence. Communication comes first.

Then something changes.

When the time comes to prepare for entrance exams to the “good” public junior high schools,
some families decide to pause English study. Ironically, the schools considered “good” often do
not evaluate English ability at all. English becomes optional — even unnecessary.

But there is a hidden cost.

Those students often enter junior high having lost several years of exposure and practice.
Meanwhile, their peers who continued English have built listening ability, pronunciation,
vocabulary depth, and confidence. The gap is not immediately visible on paper — but it
becomes very real over time.

For those who do continue English into junior high, a different problem appears.
Students become exhausted.

Club activities. Homework. Tests. Social pressure. Everything becomes test-driven. If it is not
directly on the school exam, it feels unimportant. Speaking practice decreases. Communication
feels like a luxury. Grammar becomes the priority.

By high school, many students quietly decide:

“Speaking English isn’t important.”

And often, parents begin to focus only on test scores as well.

Here is the problem:

School test scores are not a reliable measure of real English ability — and they are not a reliable
predictor of university success.

A student who can fill in blanks perfectly but cannot express an opinion, explain an idea, or hold
a conversation is at a disadvantage. This becomes especially clear when preparing for higher
Eiken levels, university entrance exams that include writing and interviews, or applications that
evaluate communication skills.



Students who fall into the Grammar Trap may score well on school tests but struggle with:

Eiken Grade Pre-1 and Grade 1 interviews

Writing sections that require independent thought
Listening at natural speed

University recommendation and AO admissions
Study abroad opportunities

In today’s world, English is not only a subject. It is a tool.

Grammar matters. Of course it does. But grammar without communication is like memorizing

music theory without ever playing an instrument, or the driving manual for a car without ever

getting behind the wheel. The attitude of “I have time for grammar because it’s in the test, but

not for conversation” is both misguided and counterintuitive.

The students who succeed long-term are not the ones who only study grammar.

They are the ones who:

Understand grammar

Use grammar

Think in English

Express ideas confidently

Continue practicing even when tests are not immediately involved

The goal in kindergarten was not “perfect test performance.”

The goal was:

“l want my child to be able to speak English.”

If we are not careful, that original goal quietly disappears.

Let’s not fall into the Grammar Trap.

Grammar alone is not enough.
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Vocabulary g3z

Animals
6 H Yo5o

I CHRELHMER!

Kanaar - Dog AL Al - Cat faZ
angaroo - Pig &7
- Monkey b A E— - Lion HWEBA
Koala / Step 1 + Rabbit 5 & & - Bear < %
oala/step - Sheep UO> LU -Cow 2L
- Horse 9 % « Roly poly 72 A Z i
- Bee 115 - Butterfly © x 9
Step 2 - Spider < % - Ant H Y
- Ladybug TAE ST L
Step 3 - Dragonfly KR - Beetle &S &M/ bzl
P - Grasshopper Xy &« Praying Mantis 2nE X 9

Animal Noises #pnie=s

Dog Woof woof
Cat Meow

Frog Ribbit, ribbit
Cow Moo moo
Sheep Baa baa
Horse Neigh

Pig Oink oink
Human Hello



https://quizlet.com/_8fj8uc?x=1jqt&i=26qa8z

HAQOOY

juoydal3

Allaling SSIOH
“ay i
Uy ol1ood
> O

SiLUDW BUIADId



FiizO
Mummy & Me / Step 1

One and One Makes a Mountain
One and one, makes a mountain

Two and two, makes a crab

Three and three, makes a cat

Four and four, makes a jellyfish

Five and five, makes a butterfly

Step2 &3

Twinkle Twinkle Little Star
Twinkle Twinkle Little Star

How | wonder what you are
Up above the world so high
Like a diamond in the sky
Twinkle Twinkle Little Star
How | wonder what you are


https://youtu.be/SNeI2PMcRdA?si=IKYM4zFJSZQ19rWe
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Mummy and Me 1/2 Kangaroo

Come on Let’s Jump
Come on let’s jump.

It's fun to do.

Like a Kangaroo!
Come on let’s jump.

It's fun to do.

Like a Kangaroo!

Hop Rabbit
Hop, father rabbit hop. Hop hop hop
Father rabbit hop. Hop hop hop

Hippety hoppety, hippety hoppety...

Hop, mother rabbit hop. Hop hop hop
Mother rabbit hop. Hop hop

Hippety hoppety, hippety hoppety...

Hop, baby rabbit hop. Hop hop hop
Baby rabbit hop. Hop hop hop

Hippety hoppety, hippety hoppety...
Preschool Step 1

Rain Rain Go Away
Rain, Rain.

Go away.

Come again another day.
DADDY wants to play.
Rain, rain, go away.

Daddy 2. Mummy 3. Brother 4. Sister 5.Baby 6. All the family


https://youtu.be/Q7AXsfFucVw?si=ylZBLPnqi2LzXiuR
https://youtu.be/LFrKYjrIDs8?si=Jxceo-6y-Y893m7L

Preschool Step 2

One little Finger

One little finger, one little finger, one little finger.
Tap tap tap.

Point your finger up.

Point your finger down.

Put it on your head. Head!

Head 2.Nose 3.Chin 4. Arm 5.leg 6. Foot

Preschool Step 3

Old MacDonald had a Farm

Old McDonald had a farm. E-I-E-I-O.
And on that farm he had a COW. E-I-E-I-O.

What does a COW say?

1. Cow 2. Horse 3. Pig
4. Sheep 5. Duck 6. Rooster


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eBVqcTEC3zQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5oYKonYBujg

