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Happy New Year from us at Thompson Heademy.

Wg hopg you havg a wonderful holiday and gnjoy studying with us in 2026.
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How Japanese Universities Are Changing

A More Global, More English-Speaking Era

Recently, I had the opportunity to speak with the Vice-President of Ritsumeikan University
about some of the major challenges facing Japanese universities today. The conversation was
eye-opening and confirmed something very important for our students: English ability will
play an even bigger role in university admissions and academic success over the
coming years.

I’d like to share the key points with you.
1. Japan’s shrinking youth population is reshaping universities

Japan’s population of 18-year-olds has fallen dramatically over the past 30 years, and this
downward trend will continue. However, this does 707 mean that the quality of students is

going down or that universities are lowering their standards.
In fact, what is happening is the opposite:

« Top students are concentrating even more strongly on the best national and
private universities.

« Asa result, the competition for high-ranking universities remains extremely intense.

This means that the pathway to good universities is changing, not disappearing.

2. Universities are racing to improve global competitiveness

Almost every major university in Japan is now focusing on raising its global ranking.
The key strategy? Offering international, English-medium programs that can attract

excellent students from around the world.

Ritsumeikan is doing this, but so are major national universities, including The University of

Tokyo, Kyoto Unversity, Hiroshima University (Integrated Global Studies) and even

Okayama University (Global Discovery). The future of higher education in Japan is clearly

becoming more global - and more English-focused. Graduates go on to study at some of the

world’s leading graduate schools and work in highly selective global companies.

3. More English programs = Higher expectations for English ability

As universities introduce new English-medium degree programs, admissions expectations

naturally rise. In other words:


https://www.spring-js.com/japan/feature/6349/
https://www.hiroshima-u.ac.jp/igs
https://discovery.okayama-u.ac.jp/jp/

It is becoming harder to enter university without strong English skills.
Even students applying through Japanese-language pathways increasingly need English for:

entrance exams

e university coursework

o study abroad

« internships at global companies
» graduate school options

« job market competitiveness

Strong academic English is no longer “nice to have” - it is becoming essential.

What this means for your child

Our school’s mission is to prepare students not only for entrance exams, but for a future

where English will play a central role in university life and career development.

With universities shifting rapidly toward global programs, we are committed to helping your

children build the skills they need to thrive in this new environment.

If you have questions about university pathways or English-medium programs, please feel

free to ask.
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January : Family & Occupations
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Vocabulary 357 -z cmiszmeR!

Kanaaroo * Mummy v~ - Daddy 7"
9 - Me =L
- Friend EHEH - Baby HNH R
Koala / Step 1 | Pilot NA4my k- Cook =Y
P - Mailman BERIA - Doctor =5
- Florist BIELX A+ Patisserie BEICIA
- Police officer % - Bus driver XA DIEHLTF
Step 2 - Fire fighter E1 - Dentist i =7
P - Pilot A4 uvvy b -Teacher e
- Singer T - Acftress T
- Sister Ttk - Brother )
Step 3 - Friend K% - Grandpa BLWHA
- Grandma BIiXbHbH

Winter Words for Family oc &g

It's cold #u ia

It's chilly 7> L% i,

It's freezing!! -2 < %€ ia,

You can see your breath. E2XAHL 22> TR 25 &,

Don't forget your scarf. <7 7 —%&iL72\ ) Tia,

Let's goinside. #9 HLIZAA I,

Occupations g

What do you want to be when you grow upe K& o= fifil7e b 72 2

Daddy’s working. 73 EHEFLTH X,

What does a pilot do2 XA/ m > ho>T, ESWVH{EFEFTLHD?

He is a police officer. She is a florist. i I3 E ¢4, HAKIFERIATT,



https://quizlet.com/_7r269y?x=1jqt&i=26qa8z

florist

baker

singer
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Eensy Weensy Spider

Eensy weensy spider went up the water spout.
Down came the rain and washed the spider out.
Out came the sun and dried up all the rain. And

Eensy weensy spider went up the spout again.

a3k

Mummy and Me 1 kangaroo

Clean Up

Clean up, clean up, everybody let’s clean up.

Clean up, clean up put your things away.

Mummy and Me 2 koala / Step 1

What’s this?

What’s this (x4 [7])

1 It's a bell (x4 [1]) 4 It's a boat (x4 [f])
2 It’s a pig (x4 [7]) 5 It's atop (x4 [1)

3 It'sabus (x4 [7]) 6 It's a rocket (x4 [0l



Step 2
| Can Do So Many Things

| can do so many things. Watch me turn around and clap my hands.

| can reach my hands up to the sky and then | slowly bring them down.
| can clap my hands and turn around just watch me go.

| can do so many things. Watch jump on the spot and pat my head.

| can touch my toes with my hand and then | stand on one leg.

| can jump on the spot and pat my head just watch me go.

Step 3
Look Both Ways

Stop at the lights

Look both ways

Look both ways again.

Wait for the traffic to come to a stop

Then cross the road with a friend.

Elementary

Skidamarink
Skidamarink a dinka dink. Skidamarink a doo.

| love you.

| love you in the morning, and in the afternoon.

| love you in the evening, and underneath the moon.

Skidamarink a dinka dink. Skidamarink a doo.

| love you.



