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The Case Against Instant Gratification

I know I'm going to sound like a grumpy old man, nostalgic for an analogue past, but I'll say it anyway:

life was better before the internet. Much better.

Let me explain with an example from when I was in elementary school. We were given an assignment to
write a pamphlet and give a presentation about space. I went to the library. I looked things up in
encyclopedias and took notes. I used the Dewey system to find books on the solar system that I could take
home and study. I read them, took more notes, drew the planets and the Space Shuttle, and put together a
multi-page booklet. I don't remember what grade the teacher gave me, and it didn't matter. I had put in the

effort, I was proud of what I made, and I had learned something.
Children today would simply open ChatGPT and type a prompt like this:

"Write me an essay on the solar system for my elementary school assignment. I'm in year 6. Make it a

small booklet, 10 pages long, with lots of pictures.”

They don't want to wait for the library or go through the slow work of searching books for information.
They want the answer instantly. And they get it: ten pages, neatly formatted, with pictures, in about thirty
seconds. The child prints it, hands it in, and moves on. But ask them a week later which planet is the
largest, or why Saturn has rings, and you'll probably get a shrug. The assignment was finished, but

nothing was learned.


https://www.thompson-academy.com/members
https://elt.oup.com/student/letsgo/?cc=jp&selLanguage=ja&fbclid=IwAR0tB4HlyJXGxiChc-I5Q9AkAcCIG5xXL1kbrmZFAlRiVxDD5nudI4Cudwc#.W7VbRXdkLWM.facebook
https://elt.oup.com/student/oxfordphonicsworld/?cc=jp&selLanguage=ja
https://quizlet.com/user/ilovebach/classes
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/

I want to be fair. Technology is not the enemy, and I'm not suggesting we send your children off to dusty
libraries with a notebook. Al tools are remarkable, and I use them myself. (Yes, I know it's ironic for a
language teacher to say so.) Our children will live and work in a world where these tools are normal, and

they need to learn to use them well.

But the point of my old solar system booklet was never the booklet. It was the struggle: the frustration of
not finding the right book, the satisfaction of finally understanding something, and the slow work of
putting ideas into my own words. That effort is how learning happens, and it is especially true of
language learning. Nobody becomes a confident English speaker by reading a perfect answer. They

become confident by trying, making mistakes, being corrected, and trying again.

That is why, in our classes you will see students speaking, writing by hand, stumbling over words, and
working things out for themselves. It can look slow. It is meant to. We want students who can think and

express themselves in English, not students who can copy and paste it.

Convenience is wonderful, but it can't give a child the pride I felt holding that clumsy, hand-drawn

booklet about the solar system. I want every one of our students to feel that same pride in their English.
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* Bread AW - Rice CER
Kangaroo . =

. Teq y 5 * Milk 4%,

* Spaghetti /T w T« « Sandwich YRy F
Koala / Step1 | * Cake T—= * Pizza Y

* lce-cream 71 X - Juice Ya1—2

- Soup 2= « Salad Y355
Step 2 « Curry HL— « Fish [SYANAN

. Egg ZTFEC « Chicken FF

- Noodles %@ - Water HK
Step 3 * Meat PA * Stew VFa1—

Mealtime cizAnIBRs

It's time for breakfast / dinnerl CBROIBAEE K

What do you want to eate @Bz ?

Do you want bread2 /\VBEANZN?

Mmmm, smells good!  L\WZFLY !

Are you fulle  RIELEL?

Don't play with your food! B THELENT



https://quizlet.com/_73c0z0
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11 BOFEU

Mummy and Me 1 Kangaroo

One and One

One and one, makes a mountain
Two and two makes a crab
Three and three, makes a cat
Four and four, makes a jellyfish
Five and five, makes a butterfly
Let’s fly away.

Mummy & Me 2, Step 1 and 2

I'm a Little Tea Pot

I'm a little tea-pot, short and stout

Here is my handle, here is my spout

When | get all steamed up, hear me SHOUT
Tip me over, pour me out

Step 3

Open Shut Them
Open shut them, Open Shut them

Give a little clap

Open shut them, Open shut them

Put them in your lap

Creep them creep them Creep them creep them
Right up to your chin

Open wide your little mouth Do not let them in |
Roll them roll them Roll them roll them

Roll them just like me

Shake them shake them Shake them shake them
Blow a little kiss !
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Mummy and Me 1&2

Echo Song

Echo, Echo Song

We can do the echo song

Kooii, Yodolodelehi, Yee Haw

Hoi Hoi Hoi, Hoi, Hoi Hoi

We can do the echo song

Oink Oink Oink, Moo Moo Moo, Bock, bock, bock
Hoi Hoi Hoi, Hoi, Hoi Hoi

We can do the echo song

Gu gu gu, “"#%%$&%$’' &, Shh, shh shh
Hoi Hoi Hoi, Hoi, Hoi Hoi

Step 1

Hide and Seek

Hide and seek. Hide and seek. Let's play hide and seek.

Are you ready? Yeah!

Are you ready? Yeah!

Everybody...HIDE! 1-2-3-4-5-6-7-8-9-10...ready or not, here | come!

Hide and seek. Hide and seek. Let's play hide and seek.
Hide and seek. Hide and seek. Let's play hide and seek.
Let's play hide and seek!

Step 2

Who took the cookie?

Who took the cookie from the cookie jar!

Philip (student's name) took the cookie from the cookie jarl
S1: Who, me?¢

All: Yes, you!

S1: Not mel

All: Then who?



Step 3 & Elementary

Do you like broccoli ice-cream?

Do you like broccoli (1)2 Yes, | do!

Do you like ice cream (2)2 Yes, | do!

Do you like brocolliice cream (1 +2)2  No, | don't. Yucky!

1. Broccoli 2. lce-cream
Donuts Juice
Popcorn Pizza

Banana Soup



