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Opposite Approaches

Last year my son applied to universities in Australia and Japan, and received offers from
universities in both countries. In the end he decided to take a hybrid approach and
instead of choosing one country or the other, he chose both via a dual degree
arrangement by the two universities. As a dual-citizen, for him it provides the best of
both worlds. However his choice, like your child’s, is a uniquely personal one suited to his
passions and interests. | hope your children also give a lot of thought to their futures, and
undertake the same personal journey to setting and achieving their future goals.

Last year in the June newsletter | posted a rather long article detailing the different
application methods between Japan and Australia. In Japan it is stressful, tiring,
expensive and often requires a lot of time and paperwork. In Australia it's simple, cheap
and done completely on-line. | didn’t translate the article into Japanese because it was
extremely critical of the Japanese system and | didn't want to sound like another
complaining foreigner. But re-reading my criticism a year later, I've noticed nothing has
changed and | think it's worthwhile making the argument in Japanese that something
has to change. This is the original article from last year, with ChatGPT translation. Any
translation errors are ChatGPT'’s, not mine.

It has been interesting to see the different application methods taken by different
countries - but one thing is for certain - Japan has the most cumbersome, expensive,
stress-inducing, unnecessarily competitive entrance system of perhaps any country on
earth.


https://www.thompson-academy.com/members
https://elt.oup.com/student/letsgo/?cc=jp&selLanguage=ja&fbclid=IwAR0tB4HlyJXGxiChc-I5Q9AkAcCIG5xXL1kbrmZFAlRiVxDD5nudI4Cudwc#.W7VbRXdkLWM.facebook
https://elt.oup.com/student/oxfordphonicsworld/?cc=jp&selLanguage=ja
https://quizlet.com/user/ilovebach/classes
https://www.instagram.com/thompsonacademyokayama/
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/

So what are some of the differences between Japan and Australia?
Difference 1: University Entrance Tests

Australia

In Australia if you want to go to university you register on-line, type in your
student number, choose up to 5 programs or universities you are interested in attending,
add any extra-curricular things you may have done, pay a small fee (in our case $80) and
wait. Your school results are automatically sent to the universities, who then process
your application and send you your result.

- There are no external tests.

- There are no interviews.

- There are no exorbitant application fees to pay to each university.

- There are no entrance fees costing thousands of dollars.

Ahh, but doesn't that promote mediocrity? Since Japanese students that want to
go to a national university or elite private university have to perform exceptionally well
on the tests in basically every subject, doesn't that make them smarter than Australian
students?

The short answer is no. The long answer is that in reality, standardized tests are
NOT a good measure of a student's ability, nor more importantly a person's motivation,
curiosity or creativity.

In Australia, we believe education is a human right that should be available to all. It
doesn't matter what high school you went to or how remote your town is. You will be
given a chance to attend a good university and prove yourself.

Japan

In Japan, it often seems that entering a decent university is a competition that
starts well before high school. Rather than being a fundamental human right that should
be available to all, universities are elitist institutions that require significant financial
investment to enter (via cram schools). In Okayama, for example, if you aren't lucky
enough to enter one of Okayama'sF#X (or Joto, Saidaiji), then the public education
system will with high probability not prepare you to be able enter a national university,
meaning your only chance to perhaps enter university is attend a private school. For an
Australian it is shocking, scandalous and unbelievable that the majority of public high
schools fail students so badly that very few of the students can get the chance to pursue
tertiary education.

A lot of very talented youth are being shut out of Japan's top universities because
of the university entrance system. The ultra-selective universities think they are
implementing "quality control" by filtering out students with lower grades, but in reality
they often find themselves burdened with students who are good at memorizing for
tests, but lacking critical thinking skills. Not all students learn the same, so implementing
primarily only one, rigid university entrance method that favors "cram-school trained"
students is elitist and the opposite of what a fair, public education should be. What
results is that very "book-smart" high school students become mediocre university
students, and everybody else isn't really given a chance to prove themselves.



https://www.uac.edu.au/
https://rethinkingschools.org/articles/what-standardized-tests-do-not-measure/
https://humanrights.gov.au/lets-talk-about-education
https://www.minkou.jp/university/school/graduate/20628/
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/309634759_Critical_Thinking_in_Japanese_Secondary_Education_Student_and_Teacher_Perspectives

Difference 2: The Hensachi - "Brand vs Reality"
Australia

In Australia there is no such thing as "hensachi" because - bluntly speaking from a
Westerner's viewpoint - it is a creation of cram schools and an illogical yardstick by which
to measure the quality of a university.

Japan

The "hensachi" system is a uniquely east-Asian phenomenon. Basically Japan
ranks universities by how hard they are to enter - the logic being that everyone attending
the university has passed a demanding entrance exam and must therefore become great
university students. As mentioned above, the reality is quite different, since good results
on tests are only one measure of a person's potential. Furthermore this system is prone
to abuse by universities which artificially inflate their hensachi score by increasing 153
BHEE and AERHESE and limiting the amount of external students that can apply. All
the major private universities do this, and as this report shows, on average about half the
students at private universities are riding the escalator from high school or
recommendations from schools. A high hensachi does not necessarily mean a university is
academically superior to another university with a lower hensachi.

In Japan it seems however, that people are judged by what university they entered
and HOW they entered it. What they actually studied or achieved at university is often
irrelevant. Tohoku University even goes to far as to admit people who enter universities
via recommendation or AO (8 & #43# k) are actually BETTER students than those who
enter university by the traditional —ff AFX method. In reality, “hensachi” is nothing
other than an outdated method promoted by cram schools in order to get business.

Difference 3: "Elite" Versus "Elitist"
Australia

Australian universities (and in other countries) don't rank themselves by how hard
they are to enter. They are ranked using generally accepted world standards such as QS
University Rankings. Ranks are determined by a number of factors including academic
reputation, research output, citations, faculty/student ratio, graduate outcomes to name
just a few.

Japan

Japanese often dismiss world rankings as meaningless or flawed when the results
of Japanese universities are poor, but are only too happy to accept them when they
perform well. Because Japanese universities generally rank poorly in world rankings,
Japan decides to ignore what is happening in the rest of the world and rely on the
aforementioned "hensachi" to rank universities instead.

Let's compare the Japanese and Australian universities in the 2025 QS University
Rankings.


https://www.glimpsefromtheglobe.com/topics/human-security/how-does-hensachi-define-japans-political-cultural-values/
https://diamond.jp/educate/articles/tera_method/128/
https://diamond.jp/educate/articles/tera_method/128/
https://between.shinken-ad.co.jp/detail/2023/04/nyushicyosa.html#:~:text=%E9%81%B8%E6%8A%9C%E5%8C%BA%E5%88%86%E3%83%99%E3%83%BC%E3%82%B9%E3%81%A7%E3%80%81%E6%8C%87%E5%AE%9A,%E5%9B%B3%E3%81%A3%E3%81%A6%E3%81%84%E3%82%8B%E9%81%B8%E6%8A%9C%E3%81%A0%E3%80%82
https://www.asahi.com/edua/article/14543703
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/QS_World_University_Rankings
https://president.jp/articles/-/52833?page=1
https://www.nikkei.com/article/DGXZQOUE277RX0X20C23A9000000/

Top 100 Universities (QS)

131 : University of Melbourne

1813 : University of Sydney

191iL : University of New South Wales
30fiI : Australian National University
32 : RIRKE

37{3L : Monash University

401 : University of Queensland

sofif : IREBKZE

77{3 : University of Western Australia
8213 : University of Adelaide

84l - HIRIEKZF

861 : KPR K=

8813 : University of Technology, Sydney

For a country with 783 universities, only 4 ranking in the top 100 is nothing short of
a terrible result. There are many reasons for this including the cutting of research
funding which led to a drastic decline in research output, and yes - lack of English skills.

The global reputation of Japanese universities and the amount and quality of
research they produce does NOT require such difficult entrance procedures. There seems
to be no correlation to the difficulty of entrance to the quality of output. Australian
universities - which are arguably easier to enter - consistently and emphatically
outperform the vast majority of Japanese universities. Put simply, Australian universities
are elite. Japanese are elitist.

My purpose is not to belittle the quality of Japanese universities, but to point out
that excessive competition to enter university does not necessarily equal a better quality of
education compared to universities that are less selective. It's fair to say that the four
Japanese universities ranked in the top 100 are extremely difficult to enter. However
Australian universities consistently outperform them. Why?

| believe it's because Australian universities are willing to give young people a
chance to develop their talents, even if they didn't get the highest grades in high school.
Like Australia, I think we should give Japanese kids more chances to shine, instead of
making the process of entering university as difficult and as expensive as possible -
inevitable leaving out a large number of youth who, given the chance, could have
pursued their dreams of studying something they are truly passionate about.

(Updated and expanded from the original 2024/6 article)


https://www.topuniversities.com/world-university-rankings
https://toyokeizai.net/articles/-/577372
https://toyokeizai.net/articles/-/577372
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Animals

6H E53D
CCCHExHER !
Vocabulary &:E
Kanaaroo -Dog L\&h -Cat fal
9 -Pig A=
-Monkey HAE— -Lion BLVBA
‘Rabbit 5&&F ‘Bear <#F
Koal tep 1 -
oala / Step -Sheep UL Cow 2L
‘Horse 2% ‘Roly poly FAZCH
‘Bee [¥B -Butterfly B&>
Step 2 -Spider <% -Ant %Y
‘Ladybug TAESEL
Step 3 -Dragonfly k7R ‘Beetle MAELH/KhHHTzH

- Grasshopper/\w4

-Praying Mantis hEEY

Animal Noises ##mnme=xs

Dog Woof woof
Cat Meow

Frog Ribbit, ribbit
Cow Moo moo
Sheep Baa baa
Horse Neigh

Pig Oink oink
Human Hello



https://quizlet.com/_8fj8uc?x=1jqt&i=26qa8z
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Mummy & Me / Step 1

One and One Makes a Mountain
One and one, makes a mountain

Two and two, makes a crab

Three and three, makes a cat

Four and four, makes a jellyfish

Five and five, makes a butterfly

Step 2 &3

Twinkle Twinkle Little Star

Twinkle Twinkle Little Star

How | wonder what you are
Up above the world so high
Like a diamond in the sky
Twinkle Twinkle Little Star

How | wonder what you are


https://youtu.be/SNeI2PMcRdA?si=IKYM4zFJSZQ19rWe

Mummy and Me 1 Kangaroo

Come on Let’s Jump
Come on let’s jump.

It's fun to do.

Like a Kangaroo!
Come on let’s jump.

It's fun to do.

Like a Kangaroo!

Mummy and Me 2 koala

Hop Rabbit
Hop, father rabbit hop. Hop hop hop
Father rabbit hop. Hop hop hop

Hippety hoppety, hippety hoppety...

Hop, mother rabbit hop. Hop hop hop
Mother rabbit hop. Hop hop

Hippety hoppety, hippety hoppety...

Hop, baby rabbit hop. Hop hop hop
Baby rabbit hop. Hop hop hop

Hippety hoppety, hippety hoppety...

Preschool Step 1

Rain Rain Go Away
Rain, Rain.

Go away.

Come again another day.
DADDY wants to play.
Rain, rain, go away.

Daddy 2. Mummy 3. Brother 4. Sister 5.Baby 6. All the family


https://youtu.be/Q7AXsfFucVw?si=ylZBLPnqi2LzXiuR
https://youtu.be/LFrKYjrIDs8?si=Jxceo-6y-Y893m7L

Preschool Step 2

One Llittle Finger

One little finger, one little finger, one little finger.
Tap tap tap.

Point your finger up.

Point your finger down.

Put it on your head. Head!

Head 2.Nose 3.Chin 4. Arm b5.lLeg 6. Fooft

Preschool Step 3

Old MacDonald had a Farm

Old McDonald had a farm. E-I-E-I-O. (Pretend like you are a farmer holding on to your

overall straps.)
And on that farm he had a COW. E-I-E-I-O. (Make a cow gesture.)

What does a COW say?

1. Cow 2. Horse 3. Pig
4. Sheep 5. Duck 6. Rooster


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eBVqcTEC3zQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5oYKonYBujg
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